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from Whitehall. I acquainted him on the way that the general report was that he opposed the Duke of York's interest with the King, and his return into England from Scotland, which the Duke pressed extremely. He replied that it was well if the Duke's being too hasty in that matter did not turn to his injury ; that he had a sort of hungry servants about him that were still pressing his return, and would never let him alone till, out of interest to themselves, they put him upon that which would turn to the prejudice of their master by the ill-timing of it. The truth was, whilst the Duke was near the King, everybody believed him led most by his advice, and consequently that popish counsels were most prevalent; and he did a great deal of good in Scotland by his influence and watchfulness in that mutinous kingdom. However, other causes were found out by the papists and the Duke's creatures for his stay there—viz., that it was to give better opportunity for his enemies to work him out of his brother's good opinion; and that the ministers might have the King to themselves, and guide him by their own influence.
My Lord Halifax said at the same time there was great partiality in the judgment of men as to his particular, for in justice they should as well take notice of things done to the advantage of the Duke as what appeared to be otherwise; but nobody commended the ministers for getting in the Duke of Eichmond to be Master of the Horse to the prejudice of the Duke of Monmouili, which would prove a great bar to his return near the King, and the greatest service one could do to his highness was to prevent the Duke of Monmouth's coming to Court.
December 10. I sent one Mr. St. John to the gaol for wounding another gentleman whom he drew upon, being drunk in the street. The poor gentleman that was wounded died the same day.
December 12.    My Lord Halifax said he had spoken